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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE VERTICAL
DECREASE OF WATER VAPOR PRESSURE
IN THE FREE ATMOSPHERE AND OVER

MOUNTAINOUS AREAS OF CHINA

Weng Duming Fang Xianjin Li Zhanging
ABSTRACT

A formula is presented for the vertical decrease of water vapor
pressure based on data from 103 radiosonde stations throughout the
country, Annual mean value and monthly means for January, April,
July and October of coefficients of vertical decrease in vapor pressure
are calculated for the free atmosphere and along the mountain slopes,
Factors affecting these coefficients are discussed., Classification and
delineation of annual variations are made, On this basis a chart
showing the distributions of the decrease coefficients in both cases
over the couniry is constructed, Finally analysis and comparison are

made of the distribution patterns,
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